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HONORING UAW LOCAL 599

REUTHER AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay tribute to 23 members of UAW
Local 599, who will be recipients of the Walter
P. Reuther Distinguished Service Award. On
Saturday, November 6, 1999, these individuals
will be honored at the 19th Annual Walter and
May Reuther Twenty Year Award Banquet.

Local 599 has always had a special place in
my heart because my father was one of its
original members. Over the years, Local 599
has developed a strong and proud tradition of
supporting the rights of working people in our
community, and improving the quality of life for
its membership. This year marked the 60th
anniversary of the local’s charter, and its com-
mitment to working for decent wages, edu-
cation and training, and civil and human rights.

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honor to recog-
nize these special individuals who, have dili-
gently served their union and community. Dur-
ing this time, each one of these UAW mem-
bers have held various elected positions in the
union. And there is no question they have rep-
resented their brothers and sisters well.

It is very fitting that these 23 people be re-
cipients of the Walter P. Reuther Distinguished
Service Award. Walter Reuther was a man
who believed in helping working people, and
he believed in human dignity and social justice
for all Americans. The recipients of this award
have committed themselves to the ideals and
principles of Walter Reuther. They are out-
standing men and women who come from
every part of our community, and they share
the common bond of unwavering commitment
and service.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask my colleagues in
the House of Representatives to join me in
honoring Robert Aidif, David Aiken, Dennis
Carl, Russell W. Cook, Harvey DeGroot, Pat-
rick Dolan, Larry Farlin, Maurice Felling, Ted
Henderson, James Yaklin, Ken Mead, Don
Wilson, Frank Molina, Shirley Prater, Gene
Ridley, John D. Rogers, Dale Scanlon, G.
Jean Garza-Smith, Nick Vuckovich, Jerry J.
Ward, Greg Wheeler, Tom Worden, and Dale
Bingley. I want to congratulate these fine peo-
ple for all of the work they have done to make
our community a better place to live.
f

TRIBUTE TO AMBASSADOR VICTOR
MARRERO

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Ambassador Victor Marrero, an out-
standing individual who on October 1 was
unanimously confirmed by the Senate to fill a
vacancy on the federal bench in New York’s
Southern District.

Ambassador Marrero was born in Puerto
Rico and moved to New York City with his
parents when he was 10. He graduated from
New York University (B.A. cum laude, with
Honors in History, Phi Beta Kappa). He re-

ceived his law degree from the Yale Law
School, where he was elected Editor of the
Yale Law Journal. He was a Fulbright Scholar
at the University of Sheffield (U.K.) School of
Law and has taught as a Visiting Lecturer in
Law at Yale and Columbia Law Schools.

Mr. Speaker, before his confirmation to the
bench, Ambassador Marrero served as the
Permanent Representative of the United
States to the Organization of American States.
His achievements during his tenure at the
OAS are impressive. Among his proposals
that have been adopted are the restructuring
of the General Assembly in order to streamline
the number of days and make it more efficient
and effective, reform to eliminate duplication
and waste through a new Inter-American
Agency for Cooperation and Development,
and creation of the Center for the Study of
Justice in the Americas. Through Attorney
General Janet Reno he has pledged
$1,000,000 for the Center, to promote re-
search on legal matters, train personnel, ex-
change information, and provide technical sup-
port on the reform processes of judicial sys-
tems in the Americas.

Mr. Speaker, before this posting, Ambas-
sador Marrero served since 1993 as the
United States Representative on the Economic
and Social Council of the United Nations. He
brought to his diplomatic posts extensive ex-
perience in private law practice and business
in New York as well as public service in fed-
eral, state and city government.

Prior to his service at the United Nations,
Ambassador Marrero practiced law in New
York City. As a partner in the Manhattan law
firm of Brown and Wood, he specialized in
real estate, land use, development and envi-
ronmental law.

During the Carter Administration, Ambas-
sador Marrero was Under Secretary of the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. Previously he had been Commis-
sioner of the New York State Division of Hous-
ing and Community Renewal and the Vice
Chairman of the New York State Housing Fi-
nance Agency. Before joining state govern-
ment, he served as Chairman of the City Plan-
ning Commission of New York City.

Mr. Speaker, Ambassador Marrero has
served as Director or Trustee for numerous
civic education, charitable and professional or-
ganizations, as well as the Mayor of New
York’s Management Advisory Committee and
Commission on the homeless, and the Yale
University Urban Advisory Committee.

Ambassador Marrero is married to Veronica
M. White. They have two children, Andrew
and Robert.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Ambassador Victor Marrero
for his accomplishments as the Permanent
Representative of the United States to the Or-
ganization of American States and in wishing
him success as a Federal Judge in Manhat-
tan.
f

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COLLEGE
ACCESS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT L. EHRLICH, JR.
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 1, 1999
Mr. EHRLICH. Mr. Speaker, I strongly sup-

port H.R. 974, the District of Columbia College

Access Act. It is legislation long overdue and
deserves an immediate Presidential signature.
This legislation expands the educational
choices and opportunities of eligible District of
Columbia students by establishing a program
that permits these graduates to pay in-state
tuition rates upon admission to state colleges
in Maryland or Virginia. Moreover, this will
benefit the already first-rate educational oppor-
tunities in these states by increasing the num-
ber and quality of candidates for admission.

Unlike the 50 states, the university system
in the District of Columbia is significantly lim-
ited. The University of the District of Columbia
is the city’s only public university. Thus, if high
school graduates from the District’s schools
want to attend an institution of higher learning
and pay-in-state tuition they have no choice
except the District’s university. This is unac-
ceptable.

H.R. 974 levels the playing field. It provides
eligible high school graduates from the Dis-
trict’s schools a network of state-supported
colleges to attend. Specifically, this legislation
establishes a program to permit D.C. residents
who are recent high school graduates the abil-
ity to pay in-state tuition rates upon admission
to state colleges in Maryland or Virginia.
Under this proposal, the federal government
will pay the difference between the two rates,
creating no additional cost to state univer-
sities. Public university grants may not exceed
$10,000 in any award year, with a total cap of
$50,000 per individual.

Additionally, this legislation provides tuition
assistance grants of $2,500 for students at-
tending private colleges in the District or the
adjoining Maryland and Virginia suburbs, in-
cluding historically black colleges and univer-
sities as another educational option for the
District’s students.

Access to quality education in the United
States is essential. This bill goes a long way
to ensure that the students of the District of
Columbia are afforded a variety of educational
opportunities at a reasonable cost. It will en-
courage the young people of the District of
Columbia to complete high school and seek
further education. This will enable them to ac-
quire better jobs in the future, earn good sala-
ries, and improve the quality of life in the en-
tire Washington, D.C. metropolitan region.

f

COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN LETTER
IN NEW YORK POST ALLEGES
RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN
INDIA

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to call the attention of my colleagues to a let-
ter that appeared on Wednesday, November
3, 1999, in the New York Post by Dr. Gurmit
Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of
Khalistan. It reveals the religious persecution
in India.

Christians have been actively persecuted in
India in recent months, a pattern carried out
on Sikhs, Muslims, and others.

I urge all my colleagues to read the at-
tached letter, which I am placing in the
RECORD.
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